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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs G and Gas Deoommi g Process

%}yg é‘“%?g%%ﬁi The guide providas a background on decommissioning, a description of off and gas
facifities In the Pactiic, information asbout the refevant regulations, and opportunities
for public nvolvemaeart,

This guidie Is intended 1o halp the public understand the Bureau
of Safety and Ervironmental Enforcement (B8ER) and Buresu of
Ooean Energy Management (BOEM) process for oversesing the This guide is focused on the decommissioning of oif and gas faciliies in f
decornmissioning of off and gas faciliies in the Paciiic Region located weters, For more information about the decomimissioning of ol end gas facili
i federal waters that are on the Outer Continental Shell (OCG)! state waters (within three milss of the coastiing), o 1o www.sio.oagoy,

Pacific 08 Map

What is Decommissioning?

Decormmissioning

S

wore olf and gas faciiities is the process of removing the
infrastruciu squiprnent used in the exploration and production of ot and
gas in the marine environmeant. The offshore infrastructure includies pipealines,
welheads, platforms, artificial islands, and power cables. in soms cases, stale

.......... agencies ray require rernoval of onshore facilities used for processing and other
post-axdraction activities.

Washington/
e

. Morthem
Lalifomia

e, . Decommissioning an ofishore platform entails:

Ceriral
California

rg the well casings 15

rnd = Plugoing all walls supported by the plalform and se
...... feet below the mudline

Cleaning and removing all production and pigeline rsers supported by the

Soutbern platform

Latifomia

Removing the platform from its foundation by severing all bottorm-founded
components at least 15 feat below the mudiine

Disposing the platform in & scrap yard or Tabrication vard, or placing the
platform at an artificial reef si
Pearforming site cla

Pacific OCE Planning Amg Boundary

arance verffication at the platform locaton o ansure that
sstructions to other OCS users remain.

The manitime bounaries and limits sh . e
as well ag the Gvisions belwesn plarming areds, no debris or potential of
are for it planning purposes anby and o nut

necessarly refiect the full exterd of U3, soversign

rights under international and domestis iav. N Who are BOEM and BSEEY What are their Holes in
s A Decommissioning?
b - e 5 ' BOEM and BSEE are bureaus within the ULS. Department of the Interiorn, BOEM
fs responsible for managing the developiment of the nation's oifshare energy
rasources In an environmentally and economically responsible way, BOEM
prormotes energy independance, environmerntal protaction, and sconomic
development through responsible, sdlence-informed management of offshore

i

e {for mos }
"y {within

= {FEZ b

e O0a
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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs G and Gas Deoommi g Process

anergy resources. BOEM administers OGS leases, enforces
bonding and other financial security requirements, works with BSEE

1o ensure compliance with all lease terms and conditions, and

approves relinguishment of leas

R,

BSEE works to promote safety, protect the environment, and
songenve resources offshore through vigorous regudatory oversight
and enforcemeant of offshare energy facilities. BSEE approves
applications for platform and pipsline removal, wall plugging and
abandonment operations; and enforces y and ernvironrmental
requiations. BSEE is the lead federal agency under NEFA for
decommissioning projects on the OCS. The lead federal agency
serves as the supervisor 1o coordinate acr g
agencles involved with NEFA raview of a proj

BOEM and BSEE, in consultation with federal, state, and local
agencles, overses the decommissioning proce ofl and gas
moffities located in federal waters, and ensure that |t s compd
s Himely Tashion without signfficant adverse enwvironmental impact,
s Important to note that the decision 1o decormmission resides
with the company operaling the facilities. The ofl and gas
opergtor proposes a decormissioning action and timeline t
Then, BSEE, BOEM, and other federal and stale agencies with
requiatory authorities review the proposed approach 1o determing

the approved decomimissioning proo

335 and approach.

Why is Decommissioning Imporkant for Doastal
Communities?
Decisions made during the decorrmissioning process car have
¢ on the surrounding mavine and coastal areas. Tha
decommissioning scenario selectad (2.q., removal, rigs-to-re s
reyse/alternative use, explainad more on pages 5-8) may Impact
the future us rarne environment in that arsa. The physica
removal of infrastructure and squipment can also creats tampaorany
disruptions Tor rmarine vessels.

spartroerd of thes Interfor

Setting the Context

Whers are the O and Gas Facilities In the Pacific OCE Begion?
There are oil and gas platforms offshore Calffornia near Crange, Los Angsles,
Vertura, and Santa Barbara Counties, As of 2018 are no ol and gas
platiorme offshore Oregon, Washington, or Hawall.

srat California platforms are i stale waters in shaflow depths of 35 - 211 fest.

waters on the OCS I depths of 150 fest 1o
neaty 1,200 feet. In addition 1o the platforms, there are offshove islands, located
iy State and local waters, bullt 1o support near-shore ol and gas development. For

more detall, please ses the map below.

Dacommissioning O and Gas Facilivies Dffshore California

7

Ssnia Barheir Snuniy

Frasgor WulsRann & a5, LSt
Lansac G 204 Gas Pt

Lompoc

Santa Cruzlstand
Santa Rosa istand

Riseand B

supblie sey loset
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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs G and Gas Deoommi g Process

Who operates the sxdsting platforms?

Ag of the summer of 2018, there are there are five operalors with
active platforms oifshore California, For a more detailed description
of platform ownership, see the chart on pages 22-25 of this guide,

(~.

WG Interagency Decommissioning What are Ag%ﬁméﬁ d{}%ﬁg ?3&5%
Working Group. A federal, state, and PF%?&%"B for Eﬁgmmmagsammg?
ocal agency caliaboration n 2016, BOEM, BSEE, and the

oarrritting 18] issuss arising du .
crnia State Lands Commission

SITMISSIoNing process, Cali
{CELC) chartered an Interagency

Cecommissioning Working Group (DW3E) comprised of fa
state, and local agencies and authorities involved In permi
duuhg the decommissioning process. The purpose of this
is 1o discuss and share information regarding decommissioning
methods, ervironmental Impacts, regui ry authortties, potlicy
initlatives, and public culreach so i ancies are prepared and
c:ar'-“dmf 1o decornmission their

4
sted when operators submit request

What are the Decommissioning Scenarios?
BSEE reguiations raquire rernoval of the structure (Including
templates and pilings) to at least 15 fast below the mud line. BSEE

may grant a departure from this reguirement by approving partial
structure removal or toppling i place for convarsion 1o an artificial
reet {*rigs-to-reel”). The most common decormmissioning scenarios,
removal, rgs-to-resf, and reuse/allernative use, are describad in
greater detall balow,

3

REMODVAL RGE-TO-REER REUBE/ALTERMNATIVE UBE

riragrd of the Interin

Who Decides Which ﬁen@mm‘aéssmﬁmg Saenaré@ o Purgue?
The cperati ;
3 and

[ d 4
promptly v
decornmiss

regardless of the

Hemoval

Complete removal involves transportation of all exdsting infrastructure and
squipment from the project location to an area onshore where the material will be
recyeled or disposed of, This was the option Chevron used when decommissioning
fis Tour platforms in 1886,

Rigs to Heef

Rigs-to-Feefs g & process, managed by federal and stale agencies, wk‘&ere
operators choose o donate — rather than scrap - decommissionsad
platforms 1o coastal slates 1o sarve as artificlal reefs under the Nati
Resf Flan, Decommissioned structures are Tvp:r':altv toppled in place, Jamalég
removed near the surface, or fowad 1o existing reef sites or resf planning are

The decomimis
underwater, at
which colonizs
watural resfs,

sdoned pdatfonmns, ke arlificlal reefs and natwral hard surfaces
ract various encrusting organisms such as barmacles and bivalves
on thern and produce fish and other marine ffe as found on

Studies? o A in California and elsewhere suggest a positive relationshis
between ﬁshn'a fish, and oft and gas structures In the marine erwironment. This
decompniasioning option has been used In the Atlantic and Gulf regions and
requires additional consultation and coordination with BOEM, 8¢

Corps of Engineers (USACE), and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), as
agancies depending on siale stalute

well s state

2 Ses www.bosm.goy for mors information on studias.

apartment ior | ¥
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s Deoormmi g Process

The rigs-to-reefs program ig voluntary, and was established ?E‘gg ﬁ&mmméﬁgémﬁéﬁg ?gﬁg}g}:ggﬁ

i 2010 through Calfornia legistation. The Depariment of Flsh

and Wildlife administers the program and the responsibilities for How is Dacommissioning Planngd?
evaluating an application for partial removal are split among the Current platiorms in operation obtained perrits from

California State Lands Commission, the Ocean Prot
and the State Coastal Conservancy. Key reguirements
removal are: 1) the Coesan Protection Councl determines that

partial removal provides 2 net banefit 1o the marine envirorment;
2) a portion of the cost savings® 1o the ol

» Gouna, federal, state, and local jurisdictions for construstion
or partial

and operation of thelr infrastructure and incidental
fake permits for protecied speacies. Funding the
decommissioning process is the operator's duty under
form owner from partial 1o the off and gas lease granted by BOEM and the
removal is shared with the stale in a percentage dependent on the associated regulations. If an operaior Is incapable of
Hming of the transfer; and 3) the California State Lands Commission

meeatling its financial obligat Ef;,m, gencies may usea the finand
determines that there are significant cost savings from partial rather to guarantes lease obligations to cover decommissioning costs.
thar full removal,

P
£

HoA \

al assurance provided

) Whaen is it Time to Decommiasion?

Heuse/Alternative Use The decision 1o decormmission or continue operations generally rests with the

The operator may apply 1o reuse or relocate the facility for wpsrating company. BSE & BOEM stipulate that a lease explires after siX
conducting off or ges development at another location, or for moriths of no production if thare is no approved suspension of production, and that
a nal energy or markng related purposes. The or:»z—va Of WO decommissioning is 1o oocur one year after a lease expires.
need 1o submit an application 1o BSEE for approval. The operator
rray also nead adaitional approvals from BOEM, USACE, USCE,
and any state agencles that have jurisdiction in the project location
or regulalory authority over the proposed energy or marine re
purposs. Any application 1o reuse a platform would be subject
to BEERs Platform Approval Program and Platform Merification
Program.

2

What is the General Process for Decommissioning?
Federal and state agencies must prepare an ervironmental review document that
considers the environmental impacts of decommissioning. For decommissioning
projects in federal waters, the National Environmental Policy Act INEPA) reguives
an Ervironmental Assessment 16 ¢ ming whather there are Impacts, and an
Ervironmental Impact Staternent (IS} if thare are impacts. | the project located
on the GCS alse cormains infrastructure in stale and local waters, California
requires preparation of an environmental dncumeni: in accordance wil

9]
FA

Other Ootions

An operator may propose an additional decommissioning option not Califorria Ervironmental Quality Act (OEQA). in those cases, to maximize efficient
coverad in This qunde that provides a new innovative epproach to ervironmertal reviey -J“FF. and the Calfifornia E'u:é agency may decide to issue 4

fahore ol and

ac
af

assing decornmissioning lssug ssooiated with of
gas platforms.,

joint EIS/EIR 1o s: .nsiy both federal and California

saulremants.,

complele
rstimated o

« the applicant

of partial Ibﬂ"O\/ﬂ[

riragrd of the Interin
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A Citiver's Guide to DOPs G and Gas Ueoommissioning Process

PLANNING PRODESS FOR DECOMMISEIINING OlL & BAB
FADILITIED ON THE FEDERAL OUTER CONTINENTAL BHELF

1. BARLY MOTIFICATION OF INTENT 10 DECDMMIBIION,

Yo BSEE indorme BUEM ohout plonned decommisd
T BEEE/BOEM inform Interagenty Detomnissioning Working Grovp (HUWEG)
whout planned decommissioning, For mors on the WG, see pogs 6.

CHItHS

1e. Leod faderal and stede sgandes meel, os needed,

2. PRE-OPPLICATION MEETINGS.

3. OPLRATOR SUBMITI AND REVISES 175 FIMAL APPLICATION

Ja. hgene v appiicotion dor comple withy parator of
infarmation nesds,

3. Dperator revises ond resubmits opplication, o neaded,

k. Load tederal and stale sgandes schedule multi-ngemy mesting o discuss
projed and oritical lsues, o5 nesded,

34, Laod fodere, stole and low! agendes deem Bingl eppliation comple

LIS Bepertmert of the interior

BRERERERRERE

FRARRER

R ERIRARRGR IR DG RO RO RN OR ORI RR ORI RO RRGROROGRORORNORORARRERIRT

PLIBLIC INYOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIRE:

ons Posted on
BOEM's Website
W hoem.gov

Sa Published in the
et FC0E7A] Register
waw federalregistergoy

; Public Comment

ey Period

S Weslings

4. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESL

dg, Siate or doderal laod sgeney seleds environmentsl consuliant to prepore EIS/EIR.
4b. Leod agencies publish Netice of Insen (NOH)/Noties of Prepuration IHOF] 1o focus joint IR,

it hold sotings ond avaluate omments,

¢, Lend agencies prepare an administrative drolt EIS/EIR, then condod ageny raview and ravision
of that documant and prepare o draft BS/EIR for public revisw.

44 Lond agencies publish Hotive of Aveilability (NOA Notice of Publicotion (0P} of the dreBl 1Y/
EIR, and hold public heovings on the dreft FISEIR and respond 1o comments,

T G

gy

4e. BOTH ond Dperalor condust consultafions and/or ssue permils with Tedarad, stnle, Tordd
andfor tribal enfifies, os needed, Ses pages 1421 for more detnils on the applisalle
consuldations and parmils.

4 Lead apencies publish Hnel B15/8R and federal Becord of Dedsion {800

sy

5. STATE LEAD AGENCY DECIONS,

&, BOER APPROVES THE PROJCL

U8 Departmant of the interior |

ED_006450_00002498-00007
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Deoormmissioning Process

How iz Decommissioning Different in State va.
Federal Wabers?

vl process for j@c:()n‘m*zissi-:ming in state versus
3 ‘«z\fﬂ't@“@i S”T:i"ﬂf the pr\,re:;:s waters has the

with s‘:tzat{

decornmissioni 2!

federal entities mrJEu”ar‘q he Uu/:\\.z[ and USCG th:a‘[ E'aave aut 'aorlty
in state waters. All projects reguire conrdination with local air
pofiution control districts and oty planning depariments,

What information is Considered in this Procasg?
information regarding ecology,
fiecommissioning ol and gas

tHon gaps, the regulatory
ctad or additional

Agendies review the most ug
enginesring, and s
platiorms in the Paciiic. h‘ there
tes may recuest that studies be cor
ormation be provided.

fay]

in

Over the past two decades, BOEM and BSEE have conducted
rumerous studies around decommissioning in the Paciic
OGS roqaor* a nd havv hosted rukin«“ \,"'()rk~~h()ro ‘u'vorknhop

rec iox;x riences. R(\ M S Fn dronmert ,1E udse Pr( 3gmm in
partnership with various academic institutions and agencies, has
conducted platform ecology studies on fish, other biota, and culiural
resourcas including shell mounds,

Technology Assessment Program and BOEM's
Envirorimental Studies Program have also r;c-ndu;ted studies
regarding decommissioning technaology and cost studies. To

view all the A ang raports dﬂd tucies regarding
decormmissioning in the Pacliic CCS region and get information
about fultire planned studies, visit hilps/Avww bosm.gov/Belected-
BOEM-BSER-Funded-Research/,

Public input is considerad in the decommissioning process. Find

rriore information in the following section,

Drepertraert of the interjor

How Dan Gisizens Becoms Involved?

Citizens can become involved through the NEPA and/or CEGA raview process. BSEE
racpiests public comyment as part of the environmental review process when greparing the
emvironmental analysis. The California state agency follows a simillar process for CEQA

ldentify key issues 10 examing in the decommissioning process

Beaterming whether additional studies are necessary 1o inform BOEMs
snvirormental reviews

Deterrrine wheather to approve a project, and, if so, which mitigation measures
o include as conditions of plan approval.

Howe can | receive information?

Subscribe to BOEM's email list for Stakeholder Announcerments:
htipfgoo.giitknosd

Read BOEM's Fedaral Register notices:
httpfearw bosmLgov/Submitling-Commnents/
Contact BOEM's External Affaire Lialson:
htipfwarw bosmgoviuploadedPiles/Extemal®%20
Affairs % 20Linlson pdf

Read BOEM's Notes 1o Stakeholdears:
htipsffwww bosm.govifcte-io-Blakeholders/
Aftenc NEPA public mes

Information on BSEE's decormmissioning activilies
can be found at wwwbses.goy.

How can | provids inpub?

Attending NEPA public mestings.

Attending pubti(_‘. irformation meetings, outraach mestings and public Q8A
sessions

Reviewing "Public Engagement Opportunities” on BOEM's website: hitps/
v boem.gov/Public-Engagement-Opporiunities/.

nore information, visii:
Witps/Aeww . boesgov/Olb-and-Gas-Ensrgy-Frogramy/,

LIS Dapartment of the ink
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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs i and Deoormmissioning Process

Stabutes and Agencies Involved in
Decommissioning

Federal Btatutes:

The (uter Sontinental Bhelf Lands Aot {Aetd defines the OCS as

all submerged lands ving seaward of stale coastal waters (3 miles
offshore) that are under U8, jursdiction and grants the Secretary

of the Interior the authority to grant mineral leases. The Act grants
BOEM, BEEE, and the Department of Defense (BCD) the authority

to enforce regulatory requiremeants for performance, operations, and
abandonment activities of off and gas operations on the OCS. For
rrove inforrnation, visil: bitpsdfAeww boem.gow/Oiter-Continental-Bhell-
Lands-Act/

af

The j Ernd

information, visit: kfpsHwewwwhilshouse.govfsitesfwhitehouse.goy/
fles/ceq/NERA Gl text pdf

The Coastal Zone Management det, administerad by the National
Ceeanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOQAA), provides for the
managsment of the nation’s coastal resowrces, including the great
fekes, through state and local Coastal Management Plans. Formore
information, visit: hips//coast noag.govicrmiact/

The RBlvers and Harbors fet requires approval from the U.S. Army
Corps of Enginsers {USACE) to construct any bridge, dam, dike,
or caussway over or in navigable waterways of the U.S, For more
inforrnation, visil: bitpsdfeww.gpo.gow/fdsys/pkgAUSCODE-2011-
33/ pdVUSCODE- 2011 1ie33-chapB-subohapl paf

2

Drepertraert of the interjor

Agency (F
State Water Resources Control Board

matertals thal may affect state wi
respactively, For maore information, visit
hitps /v gpo.govifdeys/phgUISCONE-
21 0-EHe 3 pdUSCODRE- 201 0- B33~
shapit.pdt

e

The Gleen &ir Sek regulates alr poliution on a national level and grants requiatory
authority 1o local air poliution districts. For more information, visit: bipsyfweegpo.
gefdeye/phg/USCODE-2008-Hitledd/pdiAURCODE- 2008-tiledd-chapl88.padf

The Ports and Waberwsys Safeby At atthor e USCG 1o establish vesss
traffic service/separation schemes for ports, harbors, and other waters subjsct t
congested vessel traffic. For more information, visli: httpndfuscode house goviview,
it Toathe/prefim@title 33 chapleordbiedition=prelim

The 08 Pellution Act of 1880 amendad the Clean Water Act o allow UBCG to
respond and manage discharges of off in navigable waters. For more information,
vislt hilpsfegoounsel hotuse. gov/Comps/OZ20Pollution % 204095 200154201880,
plf

The B Bpesies Aok (EBAY s administared by the United States Fish
and Wildlife Sarvice (USFWS) for tarrestrial animals and National Marine Fisherles
Service (NMFE) for marine anfmals, and authorizes UBFWS and NMFS 1o classiy
protact, and issus fake permits for endangered species. For more information, visit:
Wit feeww nals noaagovprflaws/esaftext b

The Marine Memanal Probection Aot s administered by NMFS, protects all marine
rmammals within U.S, waters, and authorizes NMFS 1o issue take authorizations
and parmits. For more information, visih wwwenmifsnons goviprflaws/mmps/

The Magnuson-Btevens Fisheries -~ Conservetion and Management Set exlends
federal authority to waters 200 nautical miles from shore, and esfablish aht
regional fishary managemeant councils that NMFS mplements. For maore info
visit: Biipffeawaenimis noss govista/magact/MSA Amended 2007 %20 padf

ED_006450_00002498-00009
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The Migratory Bird Treaty 8ot profects listed bird species’ eggs,
nests, or other parts except with a permil iss >y USFWS, For

more information, visit: httpe/fesvew fws. govde/ U Satutes/ MBTA pif

The Maturs! Bas Pipsline Batety fet outlines restrictions

and reguirements for natural gas pipsline development and

abandonment, and creates the Clfice of Pipeline Safety (OFS) within
Department of Transportation (DOT) 1o requlate and enforce

the requirements. For more Information, visit hitpsy/fvww.gpogov!

fdeye/pkg/ STATUTE-82/pdl/ STATUTE-82-PoT 30 pdt

The Hazerdous Liguld Bipeline Bafety Bt amenc
Pipaline Safety Act 1o include harardous liguid pipelines undesr
OFS authorty, For more information, visit hitpsy/Awewegpo.govd
folays/phg/STATUTE - S¥ pal/STATUTE- 83 Poi8d pdf

ik

The 8 ials Transportation Sef provides the
Department of Trans tion (20T the authority o regulate the
transportation of ials. For mare information, visit:
htipsdiwww gpo.govifdsys/phg/AISCONE- 2011 1ile48/MimPUSCODE-
2 titedS-subtitlelll-chapb i hbm

Fodera! Agencies:

Bureau of Ossan Man {ROEME Administars GCS
leages, enforces bonding and other financial security requirements
of lease oparators, ensuras compliance with all lease terms and

conditions, and approves relinguishment ¢

~F IO ONTES

Authorty: OUS Lands Act, (30 CFR § 860 N
40 COFR 1500

Bursau of Bafety and Environments! Enforcement IBBEER: Approves
005 decornmissioning applications for platforms and pipelines, well
plugging, and abandonment operations; and enforces safely and
environmental regulations. For decommissioning projects in federal
load faderal agency under NERPA,

cis At (B0 R § 2501 Notics to Lasseas No. 2003-F04;

cis Act (30 C
40 CFR 1500

Authority: OCS |

NERPA 42 ULS.C. 4

spartroerd of thes Interfor

1.8, Srmy Corps of Engineers (UBALEY During the dacormmissioning process,
USACE issues pernils for discharges of i or filt malerdal in federal wa
and for construction of any structure in or over the navigable waters of the U5, Fol
decommissioning projects in state waters, USACE serves as lead federal agency
under NEPA,

Ay of e L0 e ey f
Authority: Rivers end Har

e ft ot 1Y ARG
s Act, Section 10, (33 U.E.C. 4
Han 404, (33 U.8.C. ;

. 8. Ooast Busrd [UBLGE Ensures navigation safely, proper use of aids It
navigation, and manages responsss 1o any unauthorized dischargss including ol
spifls. Durdng the decommissioning process, operators will consult USCG regarding
the impact of the decommissioning plan on navigation in the area.

Author Part 838); Qi Poliution Act of 1930,

{32 CFR;

: Forts and Waternways Safety Act, (33 C

LB, Envi H & (ERAY lssues Nations! Poliution Discharge
Ehmination System (NPDES) permits for discharges of polluiarnts from poirt sources
1o surface wat

tyr WA, (33 US.CL 13420

At

Hatlonal Marine Fisherles Servine (NMFB): Protects threatened and endangerad
sy , marine marmmals, and essential fish halidftat, During the decormmissioning
process, NMFS conducts section 7 of the Endangered Spedies Act (E84),

the Marine Marmimals Protection Act (IMMPA), and essential fish habitat
consultations with the lead federal agency during NEPA/CECQA review. Pursuant
Incidental Harassment Authorizations (HA) and Letters of
Authorization (LOA) for activities that could affect marine mammales.

Authority: ESA, section 7 ¢ itation (16 U.S.C, 1537, B0 CFR § 402;
1361, 50 CFR § 2165 Magnuson-Sleve Conservalion and

o f 5 e

8.0 1807, 3 600

o

MMPA (16 L.8.C.

ment Act, (16

o~ e dn e epnyin A
s Fishenas — farie

$L8. Fish and Wildlife Bervice (UBFWSRE: Protects threatenad and endangered
species (e.q., sea ofters and certain bird speciss), pursuant 1o the ESA. During the
decommissioning process, USFWS conducts section 7 consultation with the lsad

fecieral agency during NEPA/CEQA review,
Authority: EEA, section 7 const

Act (16 U.8.0. 705)

jiation (16 U.S.C 1587, 50 CRR § 175 Migratory Sird Treaty

nartment of $ha interior | 97
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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs G and Gas Deoommi g Process

LB, Department of Transportation (T E Ensures pigeline
safely and oversees abandonment of pipelines. BSEE has shared
iriscliction with DOT for regulating oif and gas pipelines on the

OCE, pursuant to BSEE/DOT interagency memorandum of
understanding.

Authority: Natui

Act,

as ":rw.’.ne Safety Act, Hazardous Liguid Fipeing Safely

Transportation A(,L

s

LB, Department of Befengs {DOE: Decommissioning activities

may not interfere with or adversely impact military :jdl«/mes or

other authorized activities or usas on the OGS, BEEE and BOEM,

i coordination with DOD, may impose restrictions or conditions

on decornmissioning operations. Operators planning o conduct

scornrnissioning activities should closely coardinate with O,
and BOEM.

Authonty: OCS Lands Act, (30 CFR § 250)

State Statutes:

The Cslifornia Publiz Resources Gode ostabilishes requirerments
and regulations for off and gas platforms, islands, pipslines, power
sables, and other associated faciiiies within California state waters
administerad by the California SLC, The statule alsc establishes the
Office of the State Fire Marshall {OSFM) as the state entity to &
the Haz s Liguid Pipeline Safety Act, For more information,
visit: httpe/eginte egislature cagov/inces/ondssTOUSelactad xhimi?
tosGode=PRGEoc Tilexr Publice Resoursese Doder-+PRG

The California Ervirprumental Suality Aot recquires state and local
goverrment agencies 1o inform decision makers and the public

about potentially significant environmental effects of a proposed
proiect, ways to minimize those environmental effects, and to indicals
afternatives to the project. For move information, visit: hﬁgyﬂmmumﬁ&
cagovieennfdoos/ 2016 CEQA Statules and Guidsiies.pdi

The California Coastal Aot (s the primary law that governs the
dacisions of the California Coastal Cornmission and cullines
standards and regulations for development within the coastal zone.
o0, visit htipsdfwew coastal.ca.govioeastact padf

For more informal

riragrd of the Interin

o

alifornia Marine Hessurces Legaoy Bet, enacied by AB 2503 (Perez, Ch. 687,
Staties of 201G}, authorizes partial removal of offshore off structures (Le. "rigs-to-
reefs”) as an alternative to full remaval if the Ccean Protection Councll determines
there will be a net benefit 1o the marine ervironment and other requirements are
mel. The Slaluls also creatad the California Endowrment for Marine Praservation,
For more information, visit: htto/Aeginfo legistaline ca.gov/faces/biliflavClant
*imtthill d=200820100AB2003" d=200920100AB2503.

The Californiz Endangered Bpecies Act provides a ramework 1o list and protect
native spacies of fish, amphiblans, reptiles, bivds, marmmals, inveriebrates, and
plants, and thelr habitats, threatenad with extinction under the administration of
CDRW For more information, vislt: Bilps/feginfo legislalureca.govifaces/oodes
displayTextxhimitlawCode=FGCRdIskn=3 &illesdpartsdchapters1 .8 Sartivles=1.

The Lake and Streambed Alteration Sgreoment
requires an erdity to notify COFW prior to
c:urr‘amncu*g Ay activity that may substantially divert

o obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or
Iake; substantially change or use any material from
bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or
ake; or deposit debris, waste, or other materials that
could pass into .Jngra\ ‘er, stream, or lake. For more
information, visit hitpsyarm.dig.cagov/FileHandler
asto? DociimentiD=B4383

The Marine Life Mamggmmt Aot establishes a management framawork for all
marine life under the administration of CDFW for sustainable use and exploitation
in California waters, For more Eﬂf«"}l’l’ﬂ Hion, visit: htfps e dig.ca gov/marine/pdis/
binders no/bd 79.0d

The Marine Life Protestion Agt redesigne Calffornia’s system of marine protected
areas (MPAs) under the administration of CDFW, 10 act as a network 1o increass
effactivenass for profecting the stale's marine life and habitals, ecosystams, and
netural heritage, For more information, visit bifps)/Awwe dig cagov/merine/pdls/
revissdmp{10Ba.pdf

The 18988 Porter-Lologne State Water Buslity Aot ostablishes waler quality
standards and regulations in California under the administration of the SWRCE.
For more information, visii: kttpsfwwewwalerboards.oagoviiaws_regulstions/docs/
portercologne paf

Jepartmant of the
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A Citizer's Guide to DOPs i and

s Deoormmi g Process

Shate Agencies

California Btate Lands Commnission (8L Oversees and
decornmissioning of ol and gas platforms, islands, pipalines, power
cables, and other associsted faciities in state waters; enforces
safety and envivonrmental requilations during hwd(( orrrissioning
process, including the preparation of the nacts of projects
in state :and, it coordination with the California Division of Ol
aas, & Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), reviews well plugging and
abandonment operations. SLO typically s lead state agency under
CEQA for decomimissioning onE and gas faclitles in state waters
Authority:

, section 8500, C
Ervironme

$ 21000)

ol

forma Public Resources C afiformiE

af Quiality A<, t (FPub. Res.

California Division of (8], Gas, snd Beotherma! Besouross (DORERY
Fegulates the abandonment of tanks, facilities, pipelines, and

olt and gas wells under the jurisdiction of DOqf‘R Permits well
plugging and abandonment operations on State tidelands and
onshora. In coordination with 5LG, regulatas oll and gas well
abandonment oparations on state tidelands.

Authonty: Canfornia Code of Reguiations (Title 14, Division 2, Chi

and 4}

Californis Coastel Commission (LOE) issues coastal development
permits for decommissioning aciivities in the coastal zone (state
waters and within designated omhow coastal zone areas).
Curing decommissioning projects in federal waters, the CCC
fssues consistency determinations fm '\commagsxomng activities
solirces within the

fAct, (Fub. Res, Code § 30000N Coastal Zone

Ly

Call § ton Douncl HOBLE Makes a determination
or the net benefit to the marine environment resulting from a
conversion of ifform 1o an artfficial reef.

Authority: Cha £ Yvision 6 of the California Fish and Ga

ne Code

riragrd of the Interin

Galiftornia Department of Fleh and Wildife (SUFA:
lssuas consiatency determinations for decormmissioning
activities In State waters, Permits onshore
decommissioning activities that could affect onshore
resources including streams and wellands, Manageas
and regulates the Calffornia Artificial Reef Program,
which involves the rigs-to-reef decommissioning
option, Issues Scientliic Collecting Fermiis for research

activities. Trust ﬂ(}ﬁ“l’\,y undear CEQA. Manages California’s marine protect
{MPAY net‘n 2

30l area

Stream Bed Meration

ife Managerment Act; Marine

California &tzﬁ:ﬁs W&tar Hasources Dontrol Board (BWHREEL Regulaies discharges
st may a fty In State waters and anshore.

Authority: 2 State Water Quality Act

Offics of the Btate Fire M&mé‘méé IDBFME Has exclusive safety, regulatory and
4 : agent for
" tate
pipelines Eccutw in bmfon fa. Ptqulcﬁ.eg hummum It%ad pipein 1S eman atmq from
Glfshore ofl and gas fad
Authority: Calfornia Resources Code, Cha

Local Agencies

Courtles have reguiatory authority over onshore off and gas facilities and offshore
submerged land that have bean granted o the County by the State of California.
For faciliies located In the “coastal zone,” countiss having approved cosstal zons
programs jssue coastal d( veloprment parmits for decormmissioning proje The
counties’ planning departments are typically involved throughout the process.

Under the Clean Alr Act (CAA} of 1900, County Alr Quality Control Districts (AQCDs)
regulale emission outpuls associaled with decommissioning activiles by issuing
Fearmits 1o Operate/Authority 1o Construct (PTO/ATC and portable engine penmits.

Coastal oities may have permitiing authority over onshore infrastructure located
withiry thelr jurisdiction that are decommissionad along with offshore oif and gas
faciities or are mpacted by the d« OIS s,t-'miﬂc‘j <:-'Hi*<,s;:3 facilities
include Los Angeles

Oxnard, Ventura, and Huntington £ t:‘c\.»h

Jepartmant of the
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DECOMBPUSTIONING DL AND GAB FADILITIED 1N CALIFORMIA

ALL PROCESSES USE THE oL OWIRG: FACILITY OPERATOR | DEPTH YEAR FED/ OFFSHORE | ONSHORE .+ ONSHORE COUNTY
if STATE  CouNTY FAGILITY
United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS): Elen ot | Pata 1 oz | a0en | Faror At L1 A Crtety | Reta Brmm L1 A (s I
1) Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 Consultation or Concurrence; and 2) Migratory Bird Treaty Ellen (Patom) | Beta 25 1980 Federal | LA County Be‘? Pump | LA County
Act compliance. Waters Station
o, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS): 1) Endangered Species Act Section 7
e Consultation cr Concurrence, 2y Essential Fish Habitat Consultation; and 3} Marine Mammal
Protection Act compliance. Elly (Paform) | Beta 255 1980 Federal | LA County | Beta Pump | LA County
. . Waters Station
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (1): Possiole National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Ocean Dumping Permit, Secticn 103 Marine Protection, Research and
Sanctuaries Act (MPRSA), Clean Air Act {CAA).
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). NEPA, Section 404 Clean Water Act Eureka (Patorm) | Beta 700 1984 Federal | LA County | Beta Pump | LA County
(CWA), Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act (RHA), Section 103 MPRSA. Waters Station
United States Coast Guard (USCG):
Notification. Gail (Piatorm) | N/A- 739 1987 Federal | Ventura Carpinteria | SB County
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW): scientific Collecting Permit, Chevion Waters | County | Plant
Incidental Take Permit. CEQA Review and NEPA review, Authorization for use of explosives if needed. (Bfaoc”o‘ff,)es
{Decom
agent)
DCOR 205 1981 Federal | Ventura Mandalay | Ventura County
Waters | County Beach
FACILITY OPERATOR  DEPTH YEAR FEDY OFFSHORE . DNSHORE | ONSHOBE COUNTY
STAIE | COUNTY FACILITY
A (Platform) DCOR 188 1968 Federal | vVentura Rincon ventura County
Waters | County Plant {land use authority);
SB for Air Poliution DCOR 95 1980 Federal | Ventura Mandalay | Ventura County
control Waters | County Beach
B (Piatform) DCOR 190 1968 Federal | Ventura Rincon Ventura County
; Waters | County Plant {land use authority);
SB for Air Pollution
control Grace (Platform) | N/A— 318 1979 Federal | Ventura Carpinteria | SB County
Chevron Waters | County Plant
{liabilities),
G (Piatform) DCOR 192 1977 Feceral | Ventura Rincon Ventura County (Boej&?r;\’\’“?
Waters | County Plant {land use authority); agent)
f’gpf?rlolmr Pollution Habitat DCOR 290 1981 Federal | Ventura Carpinteria | Ventura County
e {Platform) Waters | County Plant {land use authority);
- tion
Edith Paiorm) | DCOR 161 1983 | Federal | LA County | Sen Pecro/ | OC fg;frgf\” Polution
Waters Fort R
Apache
Harmony Exxon- 1198 1989 Federal | SB County | Las Flores | SB County
(Platform) Mobil Wwaters Cyn
(1) EPA: Ocean Dumping requires advanced planning to designate site and associated Envirenmental Impact Statement (EIS).
Nete: Various air pollution districts and local municipalities require various permits or notifications. These can include but are not limited to Santa
Barbara County Parks Department, Ventura County Parks Department, Los Angeles County Parks Department, South Coast Air Quality Management
District, Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District.

22 | U8 Department of the Intarior
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erve Guide to D0s O and Gas Decommissioning Proesss

DECOMMIBBIOMNING O AND BAS FACILITIES 1N CALFURNIA, Continusd

FACILITY OPERATOR | DEPTH YEAR FED/ OFFSHORE | ONSHORE .+ ONSHORE COUNTY FACILITY OPERATOR | DEPTH YEAR FED/ OFFSHORE | ONSHORE .+ ONSHORE COUNTY
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA o | (CONIY  PeeMoY o b . (MR GOy PAohY
Harvest Freeport- 675 1985 Federal | SB County | Gaviota SB County Houchin Pacific 163 1968 Federal | Ventura La Ventura County
{Platform) McMoRan Waters {Platform) Operators Waters | County Conchita | {land use authority);
! Offshore SB for Air Pollution
control
Freeport- 242 1985 Federal | SB County | Lompoc SB County
Henry (Patform) | DCOR 173 1579 Federal | Ventura | Rincon Ventura County McMoRan Weters Plant
; ; Waters | County Plant {land use authority),
SB for Air Pollution
control
Heritage Exxon- 1075 1989 Federal | SB County | Las Flores | SB County — — — -
(Platform) Mobil Waters cyn Emmy So. Cel 47 1963 State | OC Huntington | OC
{Platform) Holdings Waters Beach
LLC Strip
Hermosa Freeport- 603 1985 Federal | SB County | Gaviota SB County —_—
(Plattorm) McMoRan Waters Esther DCOR 35 Island 1964 | State | OC Seal Beach | OC
(Platform) Destroyed | Waters Pipeline
1983 Vault
Rebuilt as
platform 1990
Hidalgo Freeport- 430 1986 Federal | SB County | Gaviota SB County Bva flatorn) | DCOR o 1764 \b/\fe . oc Sunti!: glon | OC
{Platform) McMoRan Waters arers A\geoan(o:uin
onshore Facility
Holly (Patform) | CSLC 21 1966 State SB County | Elwood SB County
{(Venoco Waters Plant
LLC,
- - prior to
Hillhouse DCOR 190 1969 Federal | Ventura Rincon ventura County 417117)
(Piatform) Waters | County Plant {land use authority); i
SB for Alr Pollution
control FACIITY | OPERATOR  DEPTH | YEAR \FED/ | OFFSHORE | ONSHORE FACILITY
o STATE  CouNTY
Hogan Pacific 154 1967 Federal | Ventura La ventura County Freeman Ope;-at(ir: Qity o\f Long Beach |30-40 | 1965 Staze LA County |Long Beagh Ovn‘s_hore
{Platiorm) Operatars Waters | County | Conchita | {land use authority); ffant) contractor: CRC Weters Wells and Facilities
Offshore SB for Air Poliution Grissom Operator: City of Long Beach | 30-40 | 1965 State LA County | Long Beach Onshore
control istand) Contractor: CRC Waters Wells and Facilities
White Operator: City of Long Beach | 30-40 | 1965 State LA County | Long Beach O_n_s}hore
Hondo Exxon- 842 1976 Federal | SB County | Las Flores | SB County (siand) Contractor: CRC Waters Wells end Facilities
Mobil Waters Cyn Chaffee Operator: City of Long Beach | 30-40 | 1965 State LA County | Long Beach Onshore
island) Contractor: CRC Waters Wells and Facilities
Rincon CSLC (RILP prior to 12/6/17) | 45 1958 State | Ventura Rincon Plant
(isfand) Waters | County Ventura County
24 | LB Departmant of the Inberior L sartment of the interior | 25
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